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Tingatinga is a contemporary painting style from Tanzania, named after its 
originator, Edward Saidi Tingatinga. 

E.S.Tingatinga started painting in 1968 as a way to supplement his meagre 
income. He converted his kitchen courtyard into a studio and used what 
was at hand - high gloss bicycle paints and inexpensive ceiling boards, on 
which he painted simple renditions of the animals of his childhood. He sold 
his paintings, mostly to westerners, under a large Baobab tree. 

A stray bullet killed Tingatinga in 1972. He had painted for only four years 
when he died, but his distinctive style marked the beginning of an African 
painting style that has been carried forward by painters till this day. 

Today Tingatinga provides a livelihood for hundreds of painters. By sharing, 
copying and repeating painting designs, as well as creating new, original 
designs, Tingatinga painters challenge the prevalent, western view of what 
constitutes quality art. 

The exhibition and the accompanying catalogue shows the development of 
the style from the simple, original paintings till today's explosive, detailed, 
witty and colourful compositions. 
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